Cancer pathomimicry: a report of three cases.
Three cases of alleged and feigned cancer are presented. The diagnostic and management problems presented are discussed through a review of the literature of feigned illness. This ranges across a spectrum from benign use of feigned or alleged symptoms, malingering, conversion reactions and hysterical manifestations to the severe and flamboyant clinical presentation of the Munchausen Syndrome. The cases presented mainly fit the criterion for malingering (conscious prevarication and simulation), although some elements of the Munchausen dynamics were present in two of the three. Also noteworthy was the fact that the "cancers" were presented to administration and lay people as an initial communication. The psychiatric consultation was with the lay people initially and the events of each episode were reconstructed through multiple sources of information including clinical interviews in two of the cases.